LECTURE XV.
CHEISTIAN THEOSOPHY. Mystic Christianity.
stream of mystic Christianity which, we have JL watched from its distant springs flows on in an ever deepening and widening channel through the whole of the Middle Ages. In Germany more particularly there came a time when what is called mystic Christianity formed almost the only spiritual food of the people. Scholasticism, no doubt, held its own among the higher ecclesiastics, but the lower clergy and the laity at large, lived on the teaching which, as we saw, flowed originally from Dionysius3 and interpenetrated even the dry scholasticism of Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274), of Bonaventura (1221-1274), and others. It then came to the surface once more in the labours of the German Mystics, and it became in their hands a very important moral and political power.
The German Mystics.
First of all, these German Mystics boldly adopted the language of the people, they spoke in the vulgar tongue to the vulgar people 1, they spoke in the Ian-
1 The earliest trace of Sermons in German is found in a list of "books of the tenth, century from. St. Emrneram at Augsburg,
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